OVERVIEW OF JOHN
Each writer was confronted with a definite need

He formed a definite purpose for his gospel record

He selected his material under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

John 

96 A.D. 

Gospel was written long after the three synoptics had been long in circulation 

Gives portrait of the incarnate Christ 

John wrote to supply information not supplied in the other three 

He opened with the pre-existence of Christ against the background of Gnosticism 

(1:1-11) 

His real aim was spiritual

He omits the account of birth, of genealogy of youth, of his baptism, his temptation, his transfiguration, and his ascension 

He is the one who reports the early Judean ministry 

There are no parables in John 

There are only eight miracles, and six of the eight are peculiar to John 

John covers at most only twenty days of Jesus' ministry 

The 3 1/2 year ministry is established by Christ's visits to the feasts of the passover 

Christ appears under numerous titles: the Word; only begotten; lamb of God; Son of God; true bread; the light; the shepherd; the door; the way; the truth; the light; the resurrection; the vine

He wrote of Jesus as the Word, the logos 

