OVERVIEW OF THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

Each writer was confronted with a definite need

He formed a definite purpose for his gospel record

He selected his material under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

Matthew—Tax Gatherer or Publican 

45 A.D.-Hebrew; 50 A.D.-Greek 

1st Gospel written 

Written to meet the needs of the persecuted Christians 

     They were regarded as being traitors by their fellow Jews—traitors to the Hebrew  

     religion.

     They needed a gospel to show that Jesus was the fulfillment of the law of Moses.

His gospel deals with the King and his kingdom

     “Kingdom of Heaven”—33 times

     “Kingdom of God”—4 times

     “Son of David”—9 times

     Quotes from or alludes to Old Testament about 64 times

     Words “righteous” and “righteousness” occur more often than for the whole of the 

     other three gospels

He is the only writer to speak of the kingdom as the church-16:18; 18:17 

He traced the lineage of Christ from Abraham unto Christ 

He wrote of Jesus as King 

Luke—A Greek; a physician; probably a brother to Titus  

58 A.D. 

Second gospel written-most literary of the four

     His gospel has a “classical” preface such as the way the Greeks wrote

     Ex.—Herodotus & Thucydides

Wrote for the Greeks

     Required a world outlook

     A Gentile book would need to be in good form

Wrote more details of the early life of Christ than even Matthew

Traced genealogy from Christ to Adam to show that the Gentiles were in God's plan 

He alone wrote of the Gentiles: widow of Zarephath; Naaman the Syrian; Samaritan leper (Lk. 4:25-27; 10:25-37; 17:16)

Women and children are prominent

Made much of prayer and praise

He wrote of Jesus as the Redeemer 

Mark—Gospel of Deeds 

67 A.D. 

Wrote what he had so often heard Peter preach. Peter mentioned by name 

Suited especially to a Gentile audience

Quotes from Old Testament only once (That is, Mark himself quotes only once; Christ and others quote often)

Justin Martyr says that Mark styled his gospel, “Peter’s Memoirs”

Scope of Mark's gospel corresponds to Peter's address at Caesarea (Acts 10:34-43) 

Wrote for the Roman stoic mind which thrilled at one’s achieving victory through apparent defeat

His gospel is parallel to Peter’s discourse in Acts 10

     Mark, like Peter, introduces John the Baptizer

     Mark, like Peter, represents the baptism and temptation of Christ 

     Mark, like Peter, sets forth the servant’s defeat and final triumph

     Mark, like Peter, declares that Christ manifested himself to his apostles and disciples 

     after his resurrection 

Unlike Matthew, Mark wrote of Jesus as a servant rather than a King 

