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     Pendulums are fascinating to me. Pushing one end carries it all the way to the other, and then back and forth until the momentum runs out. In a clock, the pendulum swing does not stop (until the clock runs down, or loses battery power). One extreme to the other is the order of things.

     As much as I am enamored of pendulums, there is one place in which I cannot suffer them—that is, within the body of Christ. Specifically, those who run all the way from one extreme to the other in religious thought. The late W. Carl Ketcherside was one prime example of such. In the 1950s, he debated the late G. K. Wallace on the “located preacher” question (Ketcherside was against it); just five years later, brother Wallace was addressing Ketcherside’s false “unity-in-diversity” teaching. The pendulum swung from one extreme (antiism) to the other (leftism). 

     A current example is Leroy Garrett. A close friend of Ketcherside, Garrett held to similar doctrines in the 1950s (and, interestingly, still does). Like Ketcherside, Garrett swung all the way to the opposite end of the pendulum in the 1960s. In fact, he now is calling for us in churches of Christ to drop all opposition to instrumental music in worship—and, to have open fellowship with virtually all religious groups.

     The problem with such is not only what the Bible teaches concerning worship and fellowship, but what it says concerning stability: “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:14-15). “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 2:7-8). Christ creates stability, not pendulum swings. 
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