ROMAN CATHOLICISM

Intro.

A. As we begin a study of this subject, we must hasten to point out that it is not our intent to disparage anyone.
B. There are good people within the Roman Catholic church—that is to say, law-abiding citizens, folks with high moral standards.
C. In fact, we may say that on some issues, we find ourselves in agreement with Roman Catholics (opposition to abortion; other moral issues).
D.    However, the fact remains that the Roman Catholic church is a denomination—teaching and practicing doctrines not approved of God. (1 Tim. 4:1-3) Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.
E. In our study, we will examine the crux of the issue—that upon which all of Roman Catholicism hinges, namely, the infallibility of the church and the Pope; then, we will compare some Roman Catholic doctrines with the Word of God.
I.   INFALLIBILITY—THE CRUX OF THE ISSUE

A. “The Roman Catholic controversy turns on the decision of one question—the Infallibility of the Church” (Salmon, 5).

1. “If Catholicism cannot sustain this claim, all other claims are useless” (Ibid.).

2. “If they are right in this, no argument can be successfully leveled against Catholicism for if the Church is infallible, it is obvious we must be the mistaken party in any complaint or controversy we have with her” (Ibid.).  

3. “As long as anyone really believes in the infallibility of his Church, that premise immunizes him against any argument you can ply him with. But if we can strike down this one belief, the whole battle is won” (Ibid.).

4. One of the major Catholic theologians of the 20th century was Bernardo Bartmann. In his book, Dogmatic Theology, he makes several assertions in support of what he calls “the primacy of Peter and his successors.” 

a. He says: “Jesus Christ has conferred the power to govern over the other apostles to one apostle, Peter, so that he held the first position or primacy over the others.” He then says, “It is the faith;” that is, this is dogma.

b. Bartmann then gives the explanation of that doctrine: “The Vatican Council has defined: whosoever affirms that the blessed Apostle Peter was not constituted by Christ Jesus as prince of all the apostles and visible head of all the militant church; or that he received from the same Lord…a primacy of honor and not of real jurisdiction; let him be excommunicated…the Scriptures teach in a very clear way that Christ has conferred this on Peter.”        

B. A related question to infallibility is, How many sources of God’s revelation do the Christian have? Roman Catholics believe there are two: the Bible and oral tradition. 

1. Bartmann cites 2 Thess. 2:15 to prove it: Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. In his comment on the passage, Bartmann says, “Besides the scriptures, tradition also is to be received as a source (in and of itself) of the faith.”

2. He further states, “Christianity has never been a book religion like Judaism…if after 30 or 40 years the idea of writing came into apostles’ minds they certainly got the idea through Providence but not by a command of Jesus…”
3. Bartmann even mentions several doctrines that are (according to Rome) divine but not biblical: “Baptism of children, the number of the sacraments (7), purgatory, the immaculate conception…” 
4. The French theologian Boulenger states, “Tradition is anterior to Scripture…tradition has a vaster field than Scripture…tradition has always been the principle rule of faith in the church…”
5. Roberto Bellarmine, counter reform Catholic theologian of the 16th century, affirms: “The Scriptures without tradition are neither necessary nor sufficient…There are some traditions which carry a more grave obligation than the Scriptures…”
6. We can thus see that it is not enough to tell a well-informed Catholic that some particular teaching isn’t in the Bible. According to official Catholic doctrine, there is another source of truth other than the Bible—that is, oral tradition.
7. This allows a plethora of unscriptural practices…how do we respond to this claim of infallibility and oral tradition as being at least on par with Scripture?
C. In the New Testament, “traditions” are distinguished. Some are good, and others bad, depending on their origin.

1. Good traditions are those originating with God through the Apostles.

a. 2 Thess. 2:15: Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.
b. 2 Thess. 3:6: Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  

c. 1 Cor. 11:2: Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.
2. Bad traditions are of human origin and invention.

a. Gal. 1:14: And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.

b. Col. 2:8: Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

c. Matt. 15:1-9: Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

d. These traditions are bad because, being added to God’s law, it obscures it and contradicts it in full. Verse 3 of Matt. 15 says the Pharisees transgressed the commandment of God by their tradition!
D. What of 2 Thess. 2:15? Does it support the claims of Catholic theologians?

1. This passage talks about apostolic traditions and so proves that what came from Paul was to be received, but it proves nothing for Catholic traditions.

2. This does prove that Christ was not to return immediately because Paul had taught that while with them—this is a Pauline tradition or teaching, but it doesn’t prove that Mary was to be taken into heaven body and soul (Roman Catholic teaching), for neither Paul nor any other inspired man ever taught that to the Thessalonians or anyone else.

3. In addition, we must remember that in the 1st century the Truth was in the process of being written. The first books were written about 45 A. D. and the last ones about 95 A. D. Thus, Christian teaching was all oral from about 30 A. D. to about 45 A. D. It was part oral and part written from about 45 A. D. to about 95 A. D.

4. Paul’s statement in 2 Thess. 2:15 belonged only to that middle period when part was written and part was oral; the passage, therefore, is not applicable to our situation today, when all Truth has been completed in written form.

E. Finally, the Bible itself affirms it is complete and all-sufficient.

1. Jude 3: Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. (Gk.—“Once for all”)

2. Jn. 16:13: Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

3. 2 Tim. 3:16-17: All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

4. Scripture, for Paul, wasn’t limited to the Old Testament only. 

a. In 1 Tim. 5:18 he evidently cites Lk. 10:17 and calls Luke’s gospel Scripture.

b. He had said what he wrote himself were “the commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37).

5. In 2 Tim. 4:3-4, Paul exhorts Timothy to avoid deviation from the Truth and to preach the Word. Obviously, Christianity is a religion which is based totally on “holy Scriptures.” This leaves no room at all for oral tradition and infallibility of the church!

F. The history of Galileo makes short work of the infallibility of the church.

1. The Catholic church persisted for 200 years in teaching that it was the doctrine of the Bible, and therefore an essential part of the Catholic faith, that the earth stands still and that the sun and planets revolve daily around it.

2. Galileo, was the first to publicly declare in 1613, as all schoolchildren now know and our space program has confirmed, the opposite: that the sun stands still and the earth and planets revolve around it.

a. For this, Galileo was condemned by the Catholic church.

b. Galileo was brought before the Inquisition and threatened unless he renounced his “heresy.”

3. Is it thus possible for the Catholic church to err? She can err, for she has erred. 

4. If it be the province of the church to judge the true sense and interpretation of Scripture, then why was the truth in this case taught by Galileo, and not by the Pope or one of the officials in the Catholic church?

5. How can infallibility be claimed for authority which made the gross mistake of teaching that the doctrine of the earth’s immobility was “necessarily involved in the biblical statements”?

6. The truth is, no mere man or group of men can claim infallibility! (Gal. 1:6-9) I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

II.   LET US COMPARE CATHOLIC TEACHING WITH THE BIBLE.

A. It is quite striking when one observes just when the particulars of Catholic doctrine originated.

1. Chart—“Departures From The Apostolic Way” 

2. From a careful examination of the dates, one can see that all of these particular points of doctrine began long after the apostolic age!

B. Was Peter the first pope?

1. The NT does not teach such, but rather identifies him as:

a. A servant—2 Pt. 1:1.

b. An apostle—1 Pt. 1:1.

c. An elder—1 Pt. 5:1.

2. Acts 10:25-26: And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.

3. Paul rebuked Peter to the face at Antioch in Gal. 2:11-14, “because he was to be blamed.”

4. Peter was married—Mt. 8:14: And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever.

C. What of the doctrine of celibacy of the priesthood?

1. Heb. 13:4: Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled…

2. In 1 Tim. 4:1-4, one of the ways Paul said some would “depart from the faith” would be “forbidding to marry…”

3. In Genesis 2:18, God said, “it is not good that the man should be alone…” After he had made the woman, and brought her to the man, he pronounced all he had made “very good.” This doctrine denies that marriage is good for those who wish to preach!

4. In 1 Tim. 5:14, Paul wrote, “I will therefore that the younger women marry…” The doctrine of enforced celibacy contradicts this verse. 

D. Transubstantiation—Lord’s Supper becomes literal body & blood of Jesus.

1. Jesus “took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples…” He also “took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them…” (Mt. 26:26-27)

2. Notice, please, it is identified as “bread,” and “cup.”

3. Jesus then declares the emblems to be “my body…my blood of the new testament…” (Mt. 26:26, 28)

4. But, look at verse 29: But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. He himself identifies the cup, after he had blessed it, gave it to them, and commanded them to drink it, as “fruit of the vine!”

5. In 1 Cor. 11:26-28, Paul writes, “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” This gives no support to the doctrine of transubstantiation.

E. Using religious titles, such as, “Father.”

1. Mt. 23:8-10: But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.

2. Why would one wish to contradict such a clear and unambiguous command of Jesus?

F. Sprinkling substituted for immersion.

1. Rom. 6:3-4: Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

2. Col. 2:12: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Conc.
A. It is our sincere desire that this study will spur all of us to renewed study and dedication to the Word of God as our only rule of faith and practice.

B. We also need to be warned within the body of Christ, lest any of us develop the same mentality that personified Diotrophes of 3 John 9; the mindset that eventually led to Rome—loving to have the preeminence, and making laws for God.  

C. 1 Tim. 2:5: “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Not Mary!

D. In fact, Mary herself said something in John 2:5 that should sum up our attitude concerning Jesus—who controls our life, and who directs our paths. It is appropriate that we end our study with these words: “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” May God bless all of us to that end.   

