WHO WAS THAT MAN?

(Jn. 5:1-12)

Intro.

A. Note process by which man healed: addressed, commanded, obeyed.

B. Investigated—asked who authorized actions.

C. Good example for us; when hear something taught, should see if in harmony with Word.

D. Ask: “WHO WAS THAT MAN WHO SAID:”

I.    “SALVATION IS BY GRACE ALONE”

A. Who was that man?

1. Wasn’t inspired; Bible does not teach it. (2 Tim. 3:16)

2. God never contradicts himself. (James. 1:17)

B. Inspired man did say—salvation by grace. (Eph. 2:5)

1. Not grace alone. (vs. 8-9)

2. Can’t earn salvation, but reception is dependent upon individual. Doesn’t coerce.

(Tit. 3:5) Who regenerated? Not God! Must be candidate for salvation. “Washing.”

II.   “SALVATION IS BY FAITH ONLY”

      A.  Who was that man? May have been honest, brilliant, man of conviction; but not inspired.

1. Jesus taught otherwise. (Mk. 16:15-16)

2. Belief+Baptism=Salvation; notice sentence construction.

B. Paul taught salvation by faith. (Rom. 5:1-2; Heb. 11:6)

1. Didn’t teach salvation apart from obedience.

2. Paul & Silas jailed (Acts 16). Note—vs. 31-32.

C. James didn’t believe salvation apart from obedience. 

1. James 2:14 asked interesting question.

2. Answered in vs. 17-26. Dealt w/subject in detail, answered frankly, used examples. 

III.  “BAPTISM IS NOT ESSENTIAL”

A. Who was that man? By what authority did he teach it? Not from God!

1. Jesus had delegated authority—Mt. 28:18

2. Mk. 16:15-16; who has authority to contradict Christ?

B. Inspired men of NT taught essentiality of baptism.

1. Peter—Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21

2. Ananias—Acts 22:16

3. Paul—Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3-4

IV.   “ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED”

A. Who was that man? One who ignores, makes void God’s warnings to his children. Makes

Warnings mere fancies—not reality.

B. Paul warned of such dangers. (1 Cor. 10:12) To Christians—1:2

C. Peter warned of same danger. (2 Pet. 2:20-22) Bible gives examples—Gal. 5:4 

Conc.

Always investigate—demand BIBLE authority!         

